Y aluable Space Tool 
ound in Junk Yard 


TEMPLE CITY, Calif., June 
23 (UPI) — A valuable part of 
America’s moon program 
spent an inelegant night in a 
junk yard after the yard 
bought it for just $28.14. 

The vital object, stolen 
from the Giannini Controls 
Corp. in nearby Duarte, was a 
$3000 hexagonal piece of mag- 
nesium about to be used in 
testing a component of the 
three-man lunar excursion mo- 
dule program. 

Its loss would have meant a 
delay of a month in the test- 
ing schedule. 

The object, 18 inches tall 
and weighing 190 pounds, is 


the propejty of the U.S. 
Government. It was taken 
from the Giannini delivery 
yard Tuesday and recovered 
from the junk yard on 
Wednesday. 

Two trash collectors, Rubin 
Moreno, 23, and Gerard Gar- 
cia, 30, both of Azusa, Calif., 
were booked on suspicion of 
grand theft. ! 

A Giannini spokesman said 
the magnesium was one of 
two pieces that had just been 
received and uncrated. Both 
were sitting very close to 
trash cans. 



